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RANGBHU MA...

A historical travel guide to

Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s guru bhakti

Join us as we transport you to
Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s eternal
residence, his guru Shastriji
Maharaj’s most beloved location
— Sarangpur, in an exploration of
guru bhakti.

Hanging on by an agna

Botad Station.  Sweltering
humidity and lashing rains. Sadhu
Narayanswarupdas (the name
given to Pramukh Swami Mabharaj
when he was initiated as a sadhu)
arrives late at night, after having
stood on the footsteps of a train
carriage all the way from Atladara.
With just one call from his guru
Shastriji Maharaj, he dropped
everything to be with him.

The road from Botad to
Sarangpur that we travel on now
was not the road that our guru
traversed. At the dead of night,
Narayanswarupdas walked through
10 kilometres of puddles and

slurries of mud with just one aim
- to obey Shastriji Maharaj’s wish.
Shastriji Maharaj, suffering
from arthritic pain, was in
Sarangpur. Concerned devotees
had gathered before him,
trying to find a way to ease his
plight. For Shastriji Maharaj,
however, medicine was not the
solution. Instead, he wanted
Narayanswarupdas, whom he
affectionately called Narayanda,
to sing the Bhaktachintamani.
This for Shastriji Maharaj was his
medicine and his pain relief.

Upon hearing Shastriji
Maharaj’s message from a
devotee, Narayanswarupdas

dropped everything to go to his
guru instead. His love for Shastriji
Maharaj meant that no obstacle
was insurmountable.  Despite
being 200 kilometres away, with
no money to arrange travel and

no space left in the carriage to sit,
Narayanswarupdas travelled for
hours by standing on the footsteps
of a train carriage.

Yet the end of the train ride did
not mark the end of the journey.
The only way from Botad Station
to the feet of his guru was a further
challenging walk of 10 kilometres
to Sarangpur Mandir. Every step
was for his rajipo, every challenge
was an opportunity to please him
and every breath was his bhakti
for Shastriji Maharaj. Nothing was
more important.

When Shastriji Maharaj saw
Narayanswarupdas drenched by
the rains he got up and embraced
him, showering his rajipo on him.
Rajipo in 24 feet

Wandering through the village,
the magnificent gate of Sarangpur
Mandir will be hard to miss. With
a bridge 24ft in width leading up
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to it, it is a spectacle of ornate
traditional motifs.

Why 241t specifically?
Narayanswarupdas, in  charge
of the construction, had wanted
the bridge to be 16 feet wide.
He thought that since it was a
mandir in a nondescript village
in the Kathiawad region there
was no need for such a broad
and expensive bridge. The sadhus
themselves were doing the manual
labour and there was barely any
money to build a larger bridge.

Yet, Shastriji Maharaj insisted
that a 24ft wide bridge be made.
Shastriji Maharaj knew that in
the future thousands would flock
to Sarangpur. Narayanswarupdas
tried to reason with Shastriji
Maharaj that a 24ft bridge was
unnecessary, which they simply
could not afford. Shastriji Maharaj
conceded, leaving  Narayan-
swarupdas to do as he saw best.

That evening, Shastriji Maharaj
called Narayanswarupdas into his
room and requested him to sing
and explain Bhaktachintamani
chapter 86.

‘Eva vachan agnd, tame janya
chhe ke janya nathi,

Eva vachan jo jdno amard, to
pado sahu sujan,

Evu nd mandy antare, to kem
manyu chhe kalyan?’

Meaning: ‘Haveyouunderstood
the words of my command or
not! If you have, then obey them.
However, if you do not believe
them from within then in what do
you believe lies your liberation!”

At once, Narayanswarupdas
realized what Shastriji Maharaj
was trying to tell him — that there
was nothing better than his guru’s

wish. For Narayanswarupdas, only
one task was important, and that
was to make his guru’s wish his
duty. He immediately told Shastriji
Maharaj that a 24ft wide bridge
will be built. It did not matter how
much it would cost, his guru’s
rajipo was priceless.

Today, we can see the bridge
and beautiful gateway as symbols
of Swamishri’s guru bhakti
towards Shastriji Maharaj.

The pillars of SARANGPUR
MANDIR

Stepping through the gate,
you’ll be able to see the crown
jewel of Sarangpur. The BAPS
Mandir stands tall, with its
shikhars (spires) up amongst the
clouds, and its stones glistening
in the sun. It is breathtaking! But
beyond the beauty of the mandir
itself are the countless prasangs
and incidents of devotion which
took place here.

Built on the land that
Bhagwan Swaminarayan himself
had consecrated, 25-year-old
Narayanswarupdas was appointed
by Shastriji Maharaj as the
kothari. On 2 September 1947,
Shastriji Maharaj wrote him a
letter, expressing the highest form
of rajipo upon him:

“Sadgurus like Nishkulanand
Swami  were  non-acquisitive
and ascetic, but they realized the
wishes of Maharaj to serve in the
mandirs and increase Satsang.
Thus they performed this service
for the happiness of Maharaj and
the whole of Satsang, and they
attained his rajipo. You have been
given such an opportunity to
serve, so you should not forget this
moment of precious service and

accept it with love and respect.”
After writing this letter,
Shastriji ~ Maharaj instructed
Narayanswarupdas in person to
become kothari of his beloved
mandir. At first, he declined,
stating he was not right for this task
since he was still young and had no
knowledge of social proceedings
or accounts. But Shastriji Maharaj
recognized the talent and potential
within this young sadhu and
gave him blessings to accept the
responsibility. At such a young
age, he intuitively obeyed the
instructions of his guru, and the
mandir itself became a monument
of his guru bhakti.
Lessons learnt from agna
Right next to the Sarangpur
Mandir is a Sanskrit Pathshala.
From a young age Shantilal
(Pramukh  Swami  Mabharaj’s
childhood name) took pride in his
studies, no matter what obstacles
he had to face. Shantilal completed
his fifth standard in a school in
Chansad and wished to pursue
studying further. There were no
classes available at the time, and
going to Bochasan to study in a
British school would have required
him to redo his fourth and fifth
years, and so he decided not to join.
This, however, did not stop him
from pursuing his studies further.
He organized a class with a
teacher in a nearby village, but due
to their not being enough students
the plan fell through. Eventually,
he joined a school in Padra. Not
owning a bicycle, he would travel
as a pillion rider or sometimes
walk the distance himself.
Shantilal never wanted to
burden others by asking for a lift,
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yet his nature was such that his
fellow classmates were always
eager to take him along. He had
always been inclined towards
studies and aspired to become
proficient in English. When
Shastriji Maharaj came to Chansad
he would routinely ask Shantilal
about how his studies were going
on and even when he asked him
to become a sadhu, he promised
Shantilal that he would arrange for
him to learn English.

In the end, however, Shastriji
Maharaj gave instruction to
study Sanskrit instead of English.
Though it was Narayanswarupdas’
desire to study English, his guru’s
wish became his own wish.

Shastriji ~ Maharaj  would
fondly call him ‘Shastri’ despite
the fact that he had not studied
Sanskrit to the Shastri level. When
Narayanswarupdas asked him the
reason behind this, he replied that
‘From the moment you started
studying Kaumudi you became a
Shastri’. This is the love that the
guru had for his disciple, and the
disciple’s love for his guru was
mirrored by his obedience to the
wishes of his guru.

Smruti becomes Sakshatkar

As you walk around the
Sarangpur Mandir precincts, you
will notice the lush grass and
trees that surround the various
buildings. Often, Pramukh Swami
Maharaj walked in the orchard.

One early morning in 1987,
Pramukh Swami Maharaj was
walking in the orchard, observing
the blooming flowers and fruit
trees, as well as engaging with the
various sadhus who had sat around
the walkway.

Swamishri noticed
Brahmaprakash Swami carrying
his potlu over his shoulder, who
after arriving from Ahmedabad on
that day, was preparing to leave.
Swamishri called Brahmaprakash
Swami closer, and just as he
was about to put down his potlu,
Swamishri told him to hold it and
walk with him.

Whilst continuing his brisk
walk, Pramukh Swami Maharaj
asked Brahmaprakash  Swami
trifle questions such as, “When
are you leaving?” and “How long
will it take?” This continued for
four more laps, and with each step,
Brahmaprakash Swami felt his
potlu get heavier.

Finally, Swamishri’s walking
finished and  Brahmaprakash
Swami could not resist asking
Pramukh Swami Maharaj why
he had made him carry the potlu.
Swamishri’s response shed a light
on his intense appreciation for his
gurus. He explained, “So that you
would understand how Shastriji
Maharaj and Yogiji Maharaj
carried two to three potla at once,
walking endless miles for this
Sanstha.”

Pramukh Swami Maharaj not
only did the same to serve the
Sanstha that Shastriji Maharaj
worked so hard to establish, but
he took every chance to remind
the sadhus and devotees of the
sacrifices his gurus had made.
Remembering Shastriji Maharaj
and Yogiji Maharaj and spreading
their glory to others was how
Pramukh Swami Maharaj
continued to serve his gurus with
love, even after they had returned
to Akshardham.

A Snapshot of a unique bond

Sadhu Narayanswarupdas’
joy of being with his guru and
Shastriji Maharaj’s joy of being
with his disciple were unique.
In 1939, a satsangi nhamed
Hargovindbhai had brought his
friend, the magistrate of Dholka,
Shankarprasad Mulshankar
Trivedi, to have darshan of
Shastriji Maharaj in Sarangpur.

On seeing the humble
residence of a guru with such
charisma touched the heart of
Shankarprasad, a  passionate
photographer. Shankarprasad took
a photo of Shastriji Maharaj and
Hargovindbhai.

With just one photography
plate left in his camera,
Shankarprasad expressed a wish
to photograph Shastriji Maharaj
alone. Shastriji Maharaj, however,
called for his beloved Narayanda.
Shankarprasad assumed that an
elderly sadhu would arrive, but
instead it was the 18-year-old
Sadhu Narayanswarupdas.

Shastriji Maharaj’s face it
up. He was seated in the same
position as he had been with
Hargovindbhai, in the same
location and yet there was a
newfound delight on Shastriji
Maharaj’s face. The only thing
that had changed was the addition
of his favourite shishya.

Shastriji  Maharaj lovingly
told him to fold his hands whilst
facing the camera. There was
a stark difference in Shastriji
Maharaj’s smile in both pictures.
Shankarprasad’s lens had provided
a vignette of Shastriji Maharaj and
Pramukh Swami Mabharaj’s divine
bond, with both guru and shishya
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side by side. It was picture perfect.
Until his last breath

To the right of the Mandir
lies the Chiku Vadi. It was here
that Pramukh Swami Maharaj
reigned over countless hearts.
No matter where you were, your
heart desired only to be in the
Chiku Vadi, awaiting darshan of
Swamishri.

Even at the age of 95, a day
before he returned to Akshardham,
he was still giving darshan to
his devotees from his room. He
had made a promise to his guru
when he became Pramukh of this
Sanstha: “Today, Oh Gurushri, in
front of you and this gathering, |
pledge that I shall sincerely uphold
my duties, without caring for my
body, and in every way remain
loyal to the Sanstha and faithful to
you until my last breath.”

Every time he came out to give
darshan it was an act of krupa and
an act of guru bhakti. For Pramukh
Swami Maharaj, the promise
he had given his guru was the
blueprint to how he would live and
serve Shastriji Maharaj’s Sanstha,
sadhus and devotees.

He never once failed the
promise he had given to his guru.
Every devotee, no matter how
old they were, would say that
Pramukh Swami Maharaj was
theirs, that he was always there
whenever they needed him. He
gave his everything to us, to the
Sanstha, for the sake of his guru.
Home is where the Guru is

To the right of the mandir
lies Shastriji Maharaj’s Smruti
Mandir. A tangible tribute to his
guru, Pramukh Swami Maharaj
had put his heart and soul into

its construction. Obtaining
the blessings of his guru Yogiji
Maharaj, Pramukh Swami Maharaj
built a small single-shikhar
mandir on the cremation spot of
his guru Shastriji Maharaj. The
Smruti  Mandir has Bhagwan
Swaminarayan’s charanarvind
and, to honour Shastriji Maharaj
and his achievements, Swamishri
consecrated a marble murti.

Building Sarangpur Mandir
was no easy feat. Shastriji Maharaj
built the mandir under arduous
conditions, yet never wavered
in his dedication to establishing
the glory of Akshar-Purushottam
Maharaj. Pramukh Swami Maharaj
wanted to ensure that all of
Shastriji Maharaj’s selfless efforts
would forever be remembered.
On 19 April 1981, the pratishtha
mahotsav of the Smruti Mandir
was held on a grand scale.

In his last years, a wheelchair
bound Pramukh Swami Maharaj
would insist on going for darshan
to the Smruti Mandir, despite of
the hot sun or in the pouring rain.
Such was the love and devotion he
had for Shastriji Maharaj.

Sadaiv Sarangpursya Ramye

Finally, we have Pramukh
Swami Maharaj’s cremation spot
shrine, Pramukh Mandiram. Prior
to his earthly departure, Swamishri
had declared this location. This
was his final act of guru bhakti and
ishta bhakti.

The great poet Kabir has said:

“Guru Govind dono khade,
kisko lagu pay,

Balihdri gurudev ki,
Govind diyo batay.”

“With God and the guru both
standing in front of you, to whom

jine

do we bow to first?

To the guru, for he is the one
who showed us the path to God.”

Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s
holy cremation spot saliently pays
homage to both God and guru
with such deft and flair. Forever
doing darshan of Bhagwan
Swaminarayan and forever
basking in the drashti of his guru.
In one sankalp, in a letter written
to Shastriji Maharaj, Pramukh
Swami Maharaj wholeheartedly
revealed,

“Baki atyare man uchkai jai
chhe, parantu apni mithi najar
chhe etle shanti chhe”

“Right now my mind is
restless, but because of your sweet
gaze | am at peace”

Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s
final resting place was made
according to his wish, where he
would forever delight in the peace
of his guru’s gaze and his divine
gaze would be upon his Lord.
Akshardham Tulya

During the shilanyas ceremony
for Pramukh  Mandiram in
December 2018, Mahant Swami
Maharaj said that we must all visit
Sarangpur for darshan yearly,
reminding us that Sarangpur is like
Akshardham. He told everybody
seated there that “Swami Bapa nu
sutra, in the joy of others, e to
international chhe”.

Not just in Sarangpur, but
every act Pramukh  Swami
Maharaj performed around the
world has been his guru and
ishta bhakti. Sarangpur campus
is merely a small glimpse into
the vast ocean of Pramukh Swami
Maharaj’s guru bhakti.

- BAPS Yuvatis (London, UK) ¢
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