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I Important Instructions For Satsang Exam Students &1

Students can appear for the Satsang Exams from Prarambh to Pragna - 3 after passing each exam.

Satsang exam is only valid for use by the candidate identified on the top sheet, and only at the
designated center, in the specified medium (Guijarati, Hindi, English) and for the exam level (e.g.
Prarambha, Pravesh, Parichay, etc.) indicated. Any difference will not be allowed and considered as
disqualify.

The medium (Gujarati, English, Hindi) and the exam level in which candidates take the Pre-Test will be
the medium in which they must take the Final Exam. Answer books bearing details of candidates different
from the Final List will not be accepted for marking.

On the day of the Final Satsang Examinations, all examinees should obtain the signature of the class
supervisor on the top sheet of answer book bearing their own personal details only. Answer books without
the signature of the Class Supervisor will not be accepted for marking.

Write your answers with either a blue or black pen only. Answers written in pencil, or with a red, green
or any other coloured pen will not be considered valid. Answers written in more than one coloured ink
will not be considered valid.

Follow the instructions while answering. Answers crossed out will not be considered valid. Answers will
not be considered valid if they are not written in legible handwriting. Please write clearly and legibly.
Answer papers with more than one type of handwriting will not be accepted and considered as
disqualify.

Examinations taken at unauthorized locations or in which the exam rules have been violated will not
be considered valid.

Without the prior permission of the Satsang Exam Division in India, answer papers written by substitute
writers in place of the original candidate will not be accepted for marking.

Candidates who wish to change the center at which they will sit the Final Exam must inform and take
prior permission of the Satsang Exam Division in India. Otherwise there answer sheet not be accepted
for marking.

Candidates who have registered for both papers of Satsang Pragna Exam and candidates sitting the
Satsang Pravesh, Parichay and Pravin exams should give both papers. Presence in only one paper
will not be accepted for marking.

In the Final Examination answers written on extra pages will not be accepted for marking.

Candidates will not be allowed to keep any electronic items, such as, mobile phones, tablets, laptops,
etc. in the examination room.

Before filling the Application Form for the Pragna Exam, Please note the following points:

Students according to their choice can appear for both the Question Papers in the same year or appear
for the 1 paper in the first and the 2" paper in the following year for any of the Pragna Exams. One
can only appear for the 2" Paper after passing the 1t Paper. Candidates opting to sit only one of
the two papers for any of the Pragna examinations must score 45 Marks to pass.

Student should make his/her choice while registration. Pragna candidate can choice first paper or Both
papers. Select the first paper if the student wishes to appear for the first paper and if he/she wishes
to appear for both papers select both papers. Candidates who have registered for both papers of
Satsang Pragna Exam should give both papers. Presence in only one paper will considered as
disqualify. Candidates who appear for both papers in the same year must score a combined minimum
of 90 Marks to pass.

After passing the 1! paper, one can postpone appearing for the 2" paper for a maximum of 1 Year.

If two students are eligible for a prize then the one who has appeared for both exams together will be
rewarded with 10% marks and thus become a candidate for the prize.

Note : Now all students who have passed the India Pravin Exams can appear for the Pragna - 1
Exam.

No valid registration!!! No result.
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(SECTION 1: AKSHAR PURUSHOTTAM UPASANA - 3'd Edition, May 2012J

Q.1. For any TWO of the following, give THREE references from the scriptures.
(It is compulsory to write the reference scripture and number.) [6]

1. Characteristics of the Gunatit Sadhu: According to the Vachanamrut.

2. True knowledge is recognizing the pragat form of God.
3. Disadvantages of perceiving manushyabhav in God.
Q.2. Given below are references from the scriptures, principles or stanzas. Write the topic
they relate to. [5]

Example: “To realize God as being formless is a sin much graver than even the five grave sins. There is no
atonement for that sin.”
Ans: Disadvantages of understanding God as nirakar.

1. “Janma karma cha me divyam-evam yo vetti tattvataha.”

“Such a sadhu, in whom God fully resides, is the manifest pratyaksh form of God.”
“If any deficiency remains in understanding God, then one’s flaw will never be eradicated.”
“Vanchi kagal koi kanthno, jem nar apar raji thai”

“One should not perceive any type of imperfections in that form —it is like a murti made of
sakar”

o~ b

Q.3. From the given options, place a tick (¢) in the box next to the correct ones. [4]

Note: One or more options may be correct. Full marks will be awarded only if all the
correct options are chosen, otherwise no marks will be awarded.

1. Origin of the understanding of God as nirakar.
(1) |:| Shrimad Bhagavat 2.1.9.
) |:| Shrimad Bhagavad Gita 2.1.9.
(3) |:|Vachanamrut Gadhada Il 11.
(4) |:| Vachanamrut Loya 15.

2. Necessity of faith in divine supremacy.
(1) |:| One attributes human traits to this Sadhu —there is nothing worse than this.
(2) |:| Without knowing Maharaj as Purushottam, it is not possible to go to Akshardham.
(3) |:| Realizes like the other avatars, then that is regarded as committing blasphemy
against God.
4) |:|That determines how much distinction between atma and non-atma he cultivates.
Q.4. Describe any ONE of the following and highlight its significance. [4]
1. Swarupanand Swami had all the jivas freed from the torments of Hell.

2. “l am feeling very hot. Please bring some cold water.”
3. Raghuvirji Maharaj’s entanglements were dissolved.



Q.5. Write briefly on any TWO of the following. (In 12 lines each.)

1. Glory of equal service and bhakti to Akshar and Purushottam.
2. Gilory of the Gunatit Sadhu: In the bhajans of the paramhansas.
3. Shriji Maharaj the supreme: As expressed in Swamini Vato
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Q.6. Explain any TWO of the following, giving reasons. (In 12 lines each.) [8]
1. That which possesses a form can also be pervasive.
2. Shriji Maharaj did not kill any demons like Ravan, yet he is God.
3. Vignananand Swami told Yagnapurushdasji, “What you have heard is completely true, and
accept it as such.”

Q.7. Complete the following statements based on summary. [7]
(What to understand in upasana?)

1. MUmUKSHU Jivas @nd iSNWAIS ...........ooiiiiiiiiiiiei e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeas

2. In the form of the guru ....... experience of the highest bliss.
3. By the wish of Paramatma ....... Lord of Akshardham, Parabrahman.
4. Like the jivas, these ishwars ....... different from each other.

(What not to understand in upasana?)

5. Only Purushottam exists, ....... Aksharbrahman.

6. Only Aksharbrahman exists ....... only through him.
7. The atma of ....... Aksharbrahman.

Q.8. Write a short notes on: ‘Glory of the Gunatit Sadhu: In the words of Bhagwan Swaminarayan. [5]



SECTION 2: SATSANG READER PART 3, 5th Edition, June 2015 &
PORTRAIT OF INSPIRATION - PRAMUKH SWAMI MAHARAJ, 2"d Edition, April 2011

Q.9. In the sentences below, state who is speaking to whom and when. [9]
1. “In fact, by my contact with Swami | lived a scrupulous life and had been able to avoid improper
habits.”
Who is speaking? ... TOWNOM? Lo
LAY T 0 1 U

2. “The owners will soon come and take them.”
3. “See that he is served lunch before he leaves”

Q.10. Give reasons for the following. (In 9 lines each.) [8]

1. Shivlal Sheth wanted to give a feast, yet Swami scolded him.  OR
2. Maharaj declined to take the state of Dharampur.



3. The officials felt privileged to have Swamishri arrive in their country.  OR
4. The restoration of peace in the hearts of the people of Odarka and Kukad.

Q.11. Answer the following concisely. (12 lines each.) [8]

1. Solution to the unhappiness of Sarangpur’s Vagha Khachar. OR
2. Forgiving nature of Raghuvirji Maharaj.



3.
4.

Q.12. Answer ALL of the following, using one sentence (nhot just one word) for each answer.
1.

GNP NN

Great souls wedded to the virtue of non-taste. OR
The overwhelming love experienced by Mangal.

What did Kushalkunvarba send with Paramchaitanyanand Swami to Shriji Maharaj?

Which kirtan did Muktanand Swami sing as he walked through the city of Vadodara?
In Nabhoi, which paramhansa came in contact with Khushal Bhakta?

In the hot afternoon, to whom did Swamishri give his own shoes?

In which year and where was Swamishri’s 51st birthday celebrated?

Q.13. From the given options, place a tick (v') in the box next to the correct ones.

8]

Note: One or more of the options may be correct. Full marks will be awarded only if all the

1.

2.

correct options are chosen, otherwise no marks will be awarded.
Parvatbhai
1 |:| Was of the village Kariyani
2 |:| Was a devotee of the couch

3 |:| Saw all the twenty-four avatars being absorbed into the form of Mahara,j.

(1)
(2)
3)
(4) |:| Became an attendant of Dada Khachar.

Which paramhansas did Shivlal Sheth associate with?

(1) |:| Gopalanand Swami 2 |:| Muktanand Swami
(3) |:| Gunatitanand Swami (4) |:| Bhai Atmanand Swami

Pramukh Swami: A humble servant of God.

1 |:| Swamishri never separates from his Lord.
2 |:| Swamishri drank the water offered to him by the attendant sadhu.
|:| One should respect for Thakoriji.

4 |:|You bring water and | shall clean with the brush.

(1)
()
(3)
(4)

Prayers by Pramukh Swami Mahara,.

(1) |:| At the time of bypass surgery. (2) |:| Late at night in London for rains.

(3) |:|To make Mr. Frank’s life peaceful. (4) |:| To resolve the student agitation in 1981.
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[SECTION 3: ESSAY|

Q.14 Write an essay on any ONE of the following: (In approximately 60 lines.) [15]
1. Yogi of divine pleasure: Yogiji Maharaj.
(Swaminarayan Prakash (Gujarati) May 2016, pp. 4-7, 26)
2. Divine, transcendent and historic last moments...
(Swaminarayan Prakash (Gujarati) September-October 2016, pp. 52 to 57)

3. Heartfelt tributes to Pramukh Swami Maharaj by religious head from India and abroad.
(Swaminarayan Prakash (Gujarati) September-October 2016, pp. 112 to 120)

% %k %

= HlglddscliigVlg-lPast Papers and their solutions can be downloaded and printed free from the
BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha’s website - link : hitp://www.baps.org/Satsang-Exams.aspx



Pravin

Essay 1: Yogi of divine pleasure: Yogiji Mahara,.

I.  Introduction:

A. Once in Limbdi a devotee praised Yogiji Maharaj, to which he humbly replied
that he is merely a servant of God.

B. In 1980 YogijiMaharaj returned from foreign countries tour. He was praised and
welcomed throughout Gujarat. In Botad, he stated that all the credit goes to
Swaminarayan Bhagwan.

C. In Sarangpur he asked Sant Swami why they had held such a large welcome
and then explained that he had come from Akshardham, which is not a far
foreign country.

D. Vachanamrut, Sarangpur 10: Shreeji Maharaj explains the importance of
believing God to reside within you. Also, how having the darshan of a great
Sadhu is equivalent to having the darshan of God.

II. Love for Yagnapurushdas:
A. Yogiji Maharaj spent a lot of his time serving and learning from great Sadhus,
which lead him to Yagnapurushdas (Shastriji Maharaj), whom he first met in
Rajkot.
B. He decided to leave Junagadh and join the great Shastriji Maharaj and his firm
belief in the Akshar-Purushottam Upasana.

lll.  God is our body, mind, and money.

A. From 1967 to 2007, when Shastriji Maharaj returned to dham, Yogiji Maharaj
followed all the wishes of Shastriji Maharaj and continued to do so.

B. Solely to fulfill his gurus wish and spread our upasana he sacrificed his mind
and body to collect alms from village to village. He remained constantly happy,
no matter the circumstances.

C. He would see God residing within all, and serve them lovingly

D. Along with Pramukh Swami, he worked to help the sanstha flourish to fulfill
Shastriji Maharaj's goal.

E. 7/7/70- On the way back from London the sadhus requested Yogiji Maharaj to
have some water. After a lot of persistence, he only had 2 gulps. He then
explained that Shastriji Maharaj had given him a niyam not to eat or drink in a
vehicle, which he had followed for the past 40 years.

IV. Be positive in all circumstances
A. Shreeji Maharaj has explained the importance of service in the Vachanamrut,
which Yogi Maharaj lived by until his last breath.
B. Whether it was washing dishes, begging for alms, manual labor for the mandir,
Thakorjiseva, etc. he was able to accomplish a variety of tasks.
1. Sometimes, him and an elder sadhu would hide dirty dishes and secretly
wash them in the afternoon so that nobody would stop them. When
someone asked, they would say the devas came and cleaned them.



VI.

VII.

C. He served with only God at the forefront of his mind. He was very fond of
mukhpath- Vachanamrut, SwaminiVaato, Kirtans. Also loved listening to katha.

No Desire to be Known as a Guru
A. Many praised YogijiMahraj and spoke of his greatness, simplicity, and pure
devotion.
1. Some even stated that he was a living form of the Bhagvat and
Upanishads.
B. Though a Guru to thousands he had no source of entitlement or ego.

Being Egoless Makes Us a Das and Brings Us Closer to God
A. Yogiji Maharaj explained that all that is being done is due to God.
B. Keeping God at the forefront of all activities turns them into a form of devotion.
C. 1956: Pondicherry, Prasang of danvats to harikbhaktos luggage.
1. Vachanamrut Gadhada 11-28: Being the bhakta of Bhagwan’sbhakta and
doing their bhakti. Yogi Bapa imbibed this into his life.

Living Above Maya

A. He believed the world to be perishable and therefore was able to live in it maya
free.

B. When asked about how God came into his life, he explained that he has
infinitely felt the presence of God.

C. When asked about how he was able to tolerate so much at an old age, he
replied that it is due to God’s given strength and power.

D. Vachanamrut Gadhada 111-26: Shreeji Maharaj states that the true Sadhu may
appear as human, but should be served similar to that of serving God

E. Shastriji Maharaj had stated there is no sadhu like Yogiji Maharaj on this earth.
Yogiji Maharaj had stated the Pramukh Swami Maharaj is his everything.

F. We can feel his presence today through P. Mahant Swami Mahara,j.

Essay 2: Divine, transcendent and historic last moments...

Bliss Article: “Pujan and Darshan”

Summary:

A. This article covers the events starting from August 13, 2016, Swamishri’s return
to Akshardham. It discusses the pujan done by the sadgurusantos and
PujyaMahant Swami Maharaj along with the palkhipradakshina. The Guru
DarshanMandapam that was built for devotees to come have darshan is also
described.

Bliss Article:
A. Please refer to the Bliss Article (September-October 2016) for more
information. It can be found on pages 36-39.
B. This article will be available soon at the following link:
http://www.baps.org/Publications/Magazines/Swaminarayan-Bliss-38.aspx




Essay 3: Heartfelt tributes to Pramukh Swami Maharaj by
religious head from India and abroad.

Bliss Article: “Tributes by World Leaders, Royalty and Spiritual Masters”

.  Summary:

A. This article focuses on tributes offered by spiritual leaders or representatives
from various Swaminarayan sects. Some came to offer their respects and
tributes, while others conveyed their homages through tweets, letters, emails,
speeches and interviews. Presented here are a selection from the vast number
of tributes expressed in various forms.

B. Note: not all of the people listed in the Gujarati essay are in the Bliss article.
Additional information may be found at pramukhswami.org, “Tributes” section.

[I. Bliss Article:
A. Please refer to the Bliss Article (September-October 2016) for more information
and a translated version of some of the tributes. They can be found on pages
68-72.
B. This article will be available soon at the following link:
http://www.baps.org/Publications/Magazines/Swaminarayan-Bliss-38.aspx




