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Important Instructions For Satsang Exam Students

1. Students can appear for the Satsang Exams from Prarambh to Pragna - 3 after passing each exam.

2. Satsang exam is only valid for use by the candidate identified on the top sheet, and only at the
designated center, in the specified medium (Gujarati, Hindi, English) and for the exam level (e.g.
Prarambha, Pravesh, Parichay, etc.) indicated. Any difference will not be allowed and considered as
disqualify.

3. The medium (Gujarati, English, Hindi) and the exam level in which candidates take the Pre-Test will be
the medium in which they must take the Final Exam. Answer books bearing details of candidates different
from the Final List will not be accepted for marking.

4. On the day of the Final Satsang Examinations, all examinees should obtain the signature of the class
supervisor on the top sheet of answer book bearing their own personal details only. Answer books without
the signature of the Class Supervisor will not be accepted for marking.

5. Write your answers with either a blue or black pen only. Answers written in pencil, or with a red, green
or any other coloured pen will not be considered valid. Answers written in more than one coloured ink
will not be considered valid.

6. Follow the instructions while answering. Answers crossed out will not be considered valid. Answers will
not be considered valid if they are not written in legible handwriting. Please write clearly and legibly.
Answer papers with more than one type of handwriting will not be accepted and considered as
disqualify.

7. Examinations taken at unauthorized locations or in which the exam rules have been violated will not
be considered valid.

8. Without the prior permission of the Satsang Exam Division in India, answer papers written by substitute
writers in place of the original candidate will not be accepted for marking.

9. Candidates who wish to change the center at which they will sit the Final Exam must inform and take
prior permission of the Satsang Exam Division in India. Otherwise there answer sheet not be accepted
for marking.

10. Candidates who have registered for both papers of Satsang Pragna Exam and candidates sitting the
Satsang Pravesh, Parichay and Pravin exams should give both papers. Presence in only one paper
will not be accepted for marking.

11. In the Final Examination answers written on extra pages will not be accepted for marking.

12. Candidates will not be allowed to keep any electronic items, such as, mobile phones, tablets, laptops,
etc. in the examination room.

13. Before filling the Application Form for the Pragna Exam, Please note the following points:
● Students according to their choice can appear for both the Question Papers in the same year or appear

for the 1st paper in the first and the 2nd paper in the following year for any of the Pragna Exams. One
can only appear for the 2nd Paper after passing the 1st Paper. Candidates opting to sit only one of
the two papers for any of the Pragna examinations must score 45 Marks to pass.

● Student should make his/her choice while registration. Pragna candidate can choice first paper or Both
papers. Select the first paper if the student wishes to appear for the first paper and if he/she wishes
to appear for both papers select both papers. Candidates who have registered for both papers of
Satsang Pragna Exam should give both papers. Presence in only one paper will considered as
disqualify. Candidates who appear for both papers in the same year must score a combined minimum
of 90 Marks to pass.

● After passing the 1st paper, one can postpone appearing for the 2nd paper for a maximum of 1 Year.

● If two students are eligible for a prize then the one who has appeared for both exams together will be
rewarded with 10% marks and thus become a candidate for the prize.

● Note : Now all students who have passed the India Pravin Exams can appear for the Pragna - 1
Exam.

14. No valid registration!!! No result.

☞ ☞
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SECTION 1: AKSHAR PURUSHOTTAM UPASANA - 3rd Edition, May 2012

Q.1. For any TWO of the following, give THREE references from the scriptures.
(It is compulsory to write the reference scripture and number.) [6]
1. God as Sakar in Akshardham and on Earth.

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

2. Necessity of knowing God as the all-doer.

3. Shriji Maharaj: The supreme, in the words of the paramhansas.
Q.2. Given below are references from the scriptures, principles or stanzas. Write the topic

they relate to. [5]

Example: “To realize God as being formless is a sin much graver than even the five grave sins. There is no
atonement for that sin.”

Ans: Disadvantages of understanding God as nirakar.

1. “Tyaktva deham punarjanma naiti mameti so’rjuna.”

.......................................................................................................................................................
2. “Pragatne bhaji bhaji par pamya ghana, gidh ganika kapivrund koti.”

3. “There is only one Akshar - God’s abode. The rest are akshar muktas and their number is infinite.”

4. “Without knowing Maharaj as Purushottam it is not possible to go to Akshardham.”

5. “If one continues to perceive human traits in God, then final moksha is not attained.”

Q.3. From the given options, place a tick (✔✔✔✔✔) in the box next to the correct ones. [4]

Note: One or more options may be correct. Full marks will be awarded only if all the
correct options are chosen, otherwise no marks will be awarded.

1. Above all but respect for all:

(1)  Nor does he develop affection for other avatars of his Ishtadev.

(2) Tasyaiv sarvatha bhaktihi kartavya manujairbhuvi.

(3)  Sant harijan ek hai, bhinna na mano koi.

(4) Adasath tirath mara santne charane, koti Ganga, koti Kashi re.

2. Gunatitanand Swami’s unique glory: as described by Shriji Maharaj:

(1)  Crowds of people would follow him in the same way they follow me.

(2)  There is no God like him; there is no Sadhu like me.

(3)  His greatness is not due to the mat.

(4)  The ultimate jnan is to recognize this sadhu.

Q.4.  Describe any ONE of the following and highlight its significance. [4]
1. I dwell totally in you.
2. You are simpletons like doves.
3. “Pull out my foot, otherwise it may break.”
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   ( ) ...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

Q.5.  Write briefly on any TWO of the following. (In 12 lines each.) [8]

1. Gunatitanand Swami is Akshar: From his life and work.
2. Importance of upasana.
3. Akshardham: The highest abode; Shriji Maharaj: The supreme.

( ) ...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

Q.6. Explain any TWO of the following, giving reasons. (In 12 lines each.) [8]
1. One should not look at the shortcomings of a God-realized sadhu.

Significance:
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2. Principle of Akshar-Purushottam upasana verified by Shastriji Maharaj proves to be true.
3. Shriji Maharaj took Atmanand Swami to Akshardham.

   ( ) ...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

Q.7. Complete the following statements based on summary. [7]
(What to understand in upasana?)

1. Parabrahman Purushottam Narayan is ............................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................... becomes visible to all.
2. Parabrahman Purushottam ...... and a chaitanya entity.
3. That manifest form of Parabrahman ...... the Aksharbrahman guru.
4. The chaitanyas of each ...... separate from each other.

(What not to understand in upasana?)
5. Moksha can be achieved ....... their importance.
6. Aksharbrahaman as the personal ....... only divine light.
7. It is possible to become ....... God-realized Gunatit Sadhu.

Q.8. Write a short notes on: ‘Relationship between Akshar and Purushottam.’ [5]

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................
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...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

SECTION 2: SATSANG READER PART 3, 4th Edition, June 2015 &

PORTRAIT OF INSPIRATION - PRAMUKH SWAMI MAHARAJ, 2nd Edition, April 2011

Q.9. In the sentences below, state who is speaking to whom and when. [9]

1. “So without his consent I accept you, otherwise I shall have to go away from here.”

Who is speaking? ................................................ To whom? ..........................................................

When? ...............................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................
2. “Today, at last, your merits have been fulfilled.”
3. “Don’t worry, nothing will happen to you. You will be cured soon.”

Q.10. Give reasons for the following. (In 9 lines each.) [8]

1. Raghuvirji Maharaj himself cooked a spicy and light loaf. OR
2. Nishkulanand Swami did not go to the women’s assembly.

   ( ) ...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................
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...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................
3. The youth thought, ‘‘Even my parents have never showered so much love on me.’’     OR
4. The Satpurush has no language barrier.

Q.11. Answer the following concisely. (12 lines each.) [8]

1. Divine meditation of Shivlalbhai Sheth.     OR
2. Parvatbhai’s attachment with sadhus.

   ( ) ...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................
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.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

3. Free from wealth. OR 4.  Loving service.

Q.12. Answer ALL of the following, using one sentence (not just one word) for each answer. [5]

1. What blessings did Nilkanth Varni give to Lalji Suthar at their first meeting?

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

2. What did the Kathis resolve while having lunch in Agatrai?

3. In Surat, who awakened Keshavjivandasji from a trance?

4. How can world peace be possible?

5. What is Swamishri’s lifeblood?

Q.13. From the given options, place a tick (✔) in the box next to the correct ones. [8]

Note: One or more options may be correct. Full marks will be awarded only if all the correct
options are chosen, otherwise no marks will be awarded.

1. Literary work of Nishkulanand Swami:

(1) Bhaktinidhi. (2)  Nirnaypanchak.

(3)  Snehgita. (4)  Bhagvad Gita.

2. Shriji Maharaj gave as a mark of his grace in Vansada:

(1)  Jariyani garment.

(2)  Turban.

(3)  An impression of his lotus feet.

(4)  Upper cloth.

3. Pramukh Swami’s virtue of non-taste:

(1)  See that he is served lunch before he leaves.

(2)  Drank water offered by the attendant sadhu.

(3)  Gargle of citric acid.

(4)  Ate kadhi made of stale cream.

4. Swamishri’s forgiveness:

(1)  Valsad. (2)  Trichinapalli.

(3)  London. (4)  Los Angeles.
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SECTION 3: ESSAY

Q.14  Write an essay on any ONE. (In approx 60 lines.)          [15]
1. Divine Faith. (Swaminarayan Prakash (Gujarati) August 2015, pp. 4-6, 56-58)

2. Samadhi experienced with divine bliss of Shastriji Maharaj: Maurice Frydman.
(Swaminarayan Prakash (Gujarati) May 2015, pp. 17-18)

3. Cleanliness flows in his blood: Pramukh Swami Maharaj.
(Swaminarayan Prakash (Gujarati) June 2015, pp. 14-17)

   ( ) ...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

✼ ✼ ✼✼ ✼ ✼✼ ✼ ✼✼ ✼ ✼✼ ✼ ✼
Important Note: Past Papers and their solutions can be downloaded and printed free from the
BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha’s website - link : http://www.baps.org/Satsang-Exams.aspx

☞

Matter of above three essays are shown in the following pages

(One essay from the list of essays will be asked in the Final Examination

of March-2016.)

☞



Pravin 

 
Essay 1: Divine Faith 

 
For the first time, a president of a country has written about a spiritual leader. Dr. Abdul Kalam 

writes Transcendence as his contribution to Pramukh Swami Maharaj. The book is about his divine 
experiences with Pramukh Swami Maharaj. In New Delhi, in 2001, Dr. Kalam met Pramukh Swami for 
the first time. They met for about an hour and this meeting became an important and memorable day 
in Dr. Kalam’s life. At the end of their meeting, Dr. Kalam had said, “After years of keeping my feelings 
for India’s future inside me, today, after meeting Pujya Pramukh Swamiji I have felt immeasurable 
peace.” Pramukh Swami had said after they met, “Today after meeting Dr. Abdul Kalam, who is 
comparable to a rushi, my health has improved.” And truly that day, Swamishri’s heartbeats and 
breaths had been normal. Dr. Kalam’s first meeting with Swamishri became the root of his attraction 
towards Swamishri for the rest of his life. For the next fourteen years, they continued to stay in 
contact. Dr.Kalam says that “I haven’t had a single day where I haven’t remembered Pramukh Swami 
Maharaj.” 
 

Abdul Kalam was a renowned scholar and had 48 Ph.D’s from various universities, spoke 
English, did not understood Gujarati, and came from a muslim family. Pramukh Swami has no such 
degrees, only speaks Gujarati, English is foreign to him, and is a head of a Hindu organization. If one 
looks at it, they are complete opposites, but Pramukh Swami’s divinity and Dr. Kalam’s utmost 
humility formed a new bond for the world to see.The experience Dr. Kalam had with Swamishri 
touched his heart and soul. It ignited the divine faith that even he was unaware of at the time. 
 

In many incidents his divine faith and respect for Swamishri was shown.  
 

In 2004, On Dr. Kalam’s birthday, Pramukh Swami Maharaj gave him blessings. On the phone 
Dr. Kalam asked P. Brahmavihari Swami to ask Swamishri if he would give him sadhu diksha, and if 
he would give him a written certificate that he was a sadhu? Swamishri told Dr. Kalam that he already 
sees him to be a sadhu and that he would give him a written certificate. Dr. Kalam was overjoyed and 
said  “Pramukh Swami’s certificate is equivalent to God’s certificate.” 
 

In 2007, in Mumbai, Swamishri was scheduled for an angiography. Dr. Kalam was wanting to 
talk to Swamishri over the phone, but was unable to because Swamishri was in the medical room. So 
he gave the message over the phone that during the time of Swamishri’s angiography from 1:00 to 
2:00 he would be doing malas for Swamishri’s health. The next day Dr. Kalam told Swamishri, “No 
one has sacrificed as much as you have for the sake of others. No one else has been able to create 
such unity and build a great monument such as Delhi Akshardham. You are God’s devotee and you 
have faith in God and through your grace thousands of people will be blessed with happiness. Today 
not only me but the whole country is praying for your health.”  

 
In the past fourteen years, Dr. Abdul Kalam has used every opportunity to spread Swamishri’s 

mahima. In 2006, in a high court conference, he said in a speech, “What vignan cannot do, is made 
possible by Pramukh Swami, an prime example is Delhi Akshardham.If you all haven’t seen it, you 
should.” 
 

In 2010 Dr.Kalam told Swamishri about his experience at the the Gandhinagar Akshardham 
water show. He told Swamishri that he believed all the schools should bring their students to see this 
water show to inspire them. He told Swamishri, “Here I saw the story of one Nachiketa, but I have 
faith that you will prepare thousands of such Nachiketas.”  
 



In 2014, Dr. Kalam met Swamishri in Sarangpur. Due to his health, he was unable to talk to 
him at all, but he showed his care by holding his hand. Touched by this Dr. Kalam said,  “When I met 
Swamishri he laughed, I feel that when he laughs the entire universe laughs.” Abdul Kalam had such 
deep faith and affection for Swamishri, that he  gives credit for all his achievements to him.  
 

As the President of India, when he was in Europe, he talked in front of the European 
Parliament. He was given a standing ovation and the President of their Parliament, Hans-Gert 
Poettering said, “Till today, this was the most inspirational speech given in the European Parliament.” 
Dr.Kalam wrote about this incident, “I felt that Pramukh Swamiji had spoken through me to the 
European Parliament.”  
  

Even after attaining the well respected status in the society and country, Dr. Kalam has truly 
tried to understand the divine form and personality of Pramukh Swami Maharaj. The result of this 
understanding has been him writing the book Transcendance, which has Pramukh Swami’s divine life 
messages and can show everyone the right direction. Dr. Kalam had faith that the book about 
Swamishri will bring change in the world. Dr. Kalam had been expressing his wish to write the book 
for years, here are some instances: 

 
In 2006, in Delhi, when Dr. Kalam met Pramukh Swami, he told him that, “I have come to 

Akshardham for the 2nd time now and I feel immense peace here. I have a thought, we should give 
people a way to find peace, happiness and the right direction.” Saying this he proposed his idea to 
write the book. Swamishri blessed him and told him his intentions are very good and that God will 
bless him. He went on to tell him that, “Until we believe our body to be our true form, we cannot feel 
peace. So one must become brahmarup and worship Purushottam.” 
 

In 2010, in Delhi, once again Dr. Kalam expressed his wish to write a book about Pramukh 
Swami’s beliefs and mahima. Pramukh Swami blessed him. Dr. Kalam then acknowledged the 
importance of righteousness in one’s heart. Swamishri told Dr. Kalam how it was Yogiji Maharaj’s 
wish to have the mandir built on the Yamuna. Then Swamishri showed him the picture of Yogiji 
Maharaj. Upon seeing Yogiji Maharaj’s picture Dr. Kalam said, “Seeing his face, I feel happiness flow 
from my heart. You fulfilled his wish but what are your wishes?” Pramukh Swami said “His wishes are 
my wishes.” Hearing this Dr. Kalam said, “What  great gurubhakti.”  
 

Dr. Kalam’s experiences with Swamishri started to collect in the form of a book. He would 
express his thoughts to Professor Arun Tiwari and he would write them down. Adbul Kalam would 
share his thoughts during his walks, Arun Tiwari would have to walk with him to jot down his words. 
Arun Tiwari has said, “Dr. Kalam was an abstract thinker, while explaining something to you, he might 
ask you a random question such as have you eaten jambus from here? This would leave you puzzled, 
but this was his unique way to see if you are paying attention to what he was saying.” 
 
Transcendance has 4 chapters comparable to pillars that support a big idea. 
1st-  Dr. Kalam and his experiences with Swamishri 
2nd- Work of BAPS 
3rd- The fusion of Science and Spirituality 
4th- Pramukh Swami’s Vision and Management skills 
 

While offering the book to Swamishri, Dr. Kalam told him “ Your life is truly great. We have 
tried our best to write out your great life, your humble life, your divine life.” Dr. Kalam told Arun Tiwari 
after having published the book “ My mission is now over.” Whoever reads this book will attain peace 
and happiness because this book is about a mahapurush who has never thought about himself, 
always wished for the best for others. Transcendance can be embraced by the whole world, and not 



just a single religion or caste or country. After a Chennai program, Tamilnadu’s advocate PB 
Ramanujan praised the book and the celebration of the book.  
 

We salute Abdul Kalam who was able to serve all of humanity by writing this great book and 
dedicate his life in the service of others.  

 

Essay 2: Samadhi experienced with divine bliss of Shastriji Maharaj: 
Maurice Frydman 

 
Maurice Frydman was born in 1894 in Poland. He was a great, intelligent person. He was able 

to speak many languages and by the age of 20, he had obtained many patents. He obtained an 
electrical engineering degree in 1928 and worked in Paris. Once, he came across a newspaper 
talking about a man named Raman Maharshi, who was opening a company, Maisur Electronics, in 
India. In 1935, he went to India where he came in contact with Mahatma Gandhi and served on his 
political committee. He contributed to India’s freedom and was one of the few people who was graced 
to have attained Samadhi of Shastriji Maharaj. It left an everlasting impact on his life. On March 9, 
1979 he passed away in Mumbai. 
 

As of right now, I am in Amdavad at my friends house. In the evening, I went to my friend, 
Shankarlal Thakar’s house and did darshan of a Swaminarayan Puja Vidhi with the murtis of Akshar-
Purushottam, Pragji Bhakta, and Shastriji Maharaj. Male and female devotees were seated separately 
while engaged in prayer with their heads bowed down. I was sitting in the middle and the man behind 
me began singing kirtans. Then a lady folded her hands and became very still, after a while she fell 
back and her legs were in padmasan (yoga position). She was just laying there with her eyes closed 
while breathing heavily. After a few minutes the girl sitting next to her similarly fell back. I tried to lift 
the bodies, but they were stiff and heavy like a wooden log. The bhajans continued and after about 10 
to 15 minutes, both of the ladies regained consciousness and focused on the murtis. After the puja 
was completed, the ladies went up to the murtis and begged with their hands out. A chunk of sakar 
fell out of one of their hands. Two other women fell into samadhi and when they woke up one had 
received almonds. They talked about their experience in samadhi and explained that they had gone to 
Vaikunth, Golok, etc. I was very astonished by this experience.  
 

In the state of samadhi, many people receive prasad, to test this occurrence I wanted to 
observe closely and see if it would happen to me. I bet that the prasad should come directly into my 
hand. The next day I went Shankarlal’s house again at the same time. In the beginning I was standing 
next to female devotees. I closely observed their appearance along with the murti. The only thing 
behind the murti was a flat wall and it was covered by a glass frame. As soon as the bhajans started, 
some of the female devotees began going into samadhi, woke up 10 minutes later and opened their 
hands up for prasad. I observed this very closely and the hands were completely empty until suddenly 
sakar appeared and I immediately put my hand out for the sakar and received it. Right after, another 
yuvati fell into samadhi as well as a 5 year old child. After the puja, I questioned the yuvati about her 
experience and she gave me truthful answers and I was convinced that this was no trickery, but 
actually occurring. What I witnessed with my eyes was all completely true. It was something 
impossible occurring and a powerful sight to see. 

 

Essay 3: Cleanliness flows in his blood: Pramukh Swami Maharaj 
 

In 1960, a day after the Jal Jilani samaiyo was celebrated, in the afternoon, it was time for 
Pramukh Swami Maharaj to take his rest. However, he had not come back to his room so the sevak 
sant started looking for him. He looked in the kitchen area, sabha mandap, sant asharam, and 
everywhere else, yet he was not able to find Swamishri. In the end, Sevak Dharmajivan Swami came 
near the devotees bathroom area and found Swamishri cleaning the bathrooms. 

 
 After the celebrations, all of the devotees had left after lunch. Swamishri had gone to inspect 
the mandir grounds, and had found the bathrooms dirty, as a result, he readily started cleaning them. 
Swamishri would inspire others to maintain cleanliness. That is the nature of Swamishri. 
 



  After Yogiji Maharaj had gone to dham, it was the first birthday celebration of Swamishri as a 
guru. The celebration was planned on a grand scale in Dharmaj. On the day of his birthday, (Magsar 
sud atham, November 11, 1971) Swamishri picked up the datan (indian toothbrush) that was thrown 
everywhere. Based on this small prasang, one can see how much of an importance Swamishri gives 
to cleanliness. 
 
  Throughout his life, Swamishri has not only cleaned the lives of many individuals but he has 
also given the inspiration and stressed the importance of keeping public places clean. Additionally, he 
has highly stressed the importance of keeping the mandir and ghar mandir clean. Whenever 
Swamishri enters any of the mandirs, he first looks at the cleanliness of the place. If he notices any 
mishap he will immediately want to clean it. He does not tolerate even a minor mishap in keeping a 
place clean. 
 
 On December 18, 2004, Swamishri went to inspect a mandir and there, he noticed a pile of 
dirt. He noticed layers of cement and it seemed like it had never been cleaned. A group of twenty-five 
sadhaks were traveling with him, and he immediately told them to clean the pile now and he would 
come back after having his meal. He came back again and was happy with the way the yuvaks had 
cleaned but added that a certain area had to be cleaned further. Further, he instructed that there were 
bathrooms behind the mandir that needed to be cleaned and to spray medicine to get rid of the bad 
smell that had spread. Not only that, he instructed the sadhaks to clean all the bathrooms in the 
school as well. Once the sadhaks were done, he instructed the mandir karyakars, that the sadhaks  
have cleaned everything today but it is their responsibility to maintain this cleanliness from here on 
out. 
 
 Once, Swamishri was coming down in an elevator. The person who maintained the elevators 
was also with him. Swamishri immediately pointed out the stains on the elevator walls to him and told 
him to maintain the walls. In reply, he said the non-satsangis have a habit of making it dirty. 
Swamishri said if they have a habit of making it dirty then we should make a habit of cleaning it, we 
should not use this as an excuse to keep it dirty. 
 
 Once, there was a sabha in a village. After the sabha, Swamishri was walking back to his 
place of residence, and on his way he noticed some dirty water flowing on the road. It was the water 
from where dirty kitchen utensils were being washed. Swamishri immediately said proper 
arrangements should be made so that the dirty water directly goes into the gutter and does not flow 
on the road. He pointed out that dirty water can cause mosquitos and as a result, cause disease. 
 

Swamishri was in a sabha with some karyakars who were handling the accommodations 
department. Swamishri told them, that they should make sure to clean all the rooms properly and 
ensure that the bed sheets are proper and washed regularly. He further told the karyakars to actively 
do the work and to avoid laziness. 

 
 Swamishri has stressed the importance of cleaning to such an extent that the common 
misconception that hindu mandirs are not well kept is not associated with the BAPS mandirs. He has 
established such cleanliness to these mandirs that foreigners like these places immediately due to its 
cleanliness. 
 
 On December 11, 2001, Swamishri was out inspecting a mandir. There he noticed a trash can 
and told the karyakars that were with him that trash cans like these should be put at every corner so 
they are readily available. The area in the mandir used for pradakshina should be swept and mopped 
daily, and if needed they should hire people to do so. Every so often, even haribhakto who are willing 
should be told to do such seva. The trash should be picked up as soon as it is dropped. 
 
 Swamishri has also stressed the importance of keeping the mandir garden, windows, walls, 
bathrooms, etc. to be kept clean. He has further guided that, there shouldn’t even be a drop of paper 
left on the mandir properties. They should all be kept clean. 
 
 On August 8, 2008 Swamishri said there shouldn’t be a paper left on a table. Whenever a mail 
comes or any such papers come, it should be taken care of immediately. If it’s important it should be 
filed accordingly but shouldn’t be left on the table. If there are piles of paper left on the table in a 



mess, our minds become a mess too. When you need the paper, you won’t waste time looking for it 
either. 
 
 Swamishri also stresses the importance of keeping our clothes clean. Once, on his way to his 
place of residence, he was passing by the kitchen. He was happy seeing the cleanliness of the 
kitchen but he saw a yuvak with dirty clothes on. Swamishri asked him what he was doing, he replied 
saying he was serving the food. Swamishri told the yuvak that he should wear clean clothes daily. 
Proper arrangements for washing the clothes should be made. 
  

Devcharan Swami once got to experience such instance. In Anand, Swamishri’s stay was 
organized at a newly built house. Cement and paint stains were noticeable in the bathroom.  When 
Swamishri went to shower he saw the stains marks and started to clean them. Devcharan Swami tried 
to stop him and told him to leave it as they would be leaving in a day. Instead, Swami said we should 
leave the house cleaner than it was when we first came. 

Once, Swamishri went to inspect the residences of the students in the Vidhyanagar 
Chatralaya.  He entered one of the rooms, the room was clean and he further went into the balcony. 
The students had in a rush, cleaned the room and had thrown everything in the balcony thinking 
Swamishri would not inspect the balcony. Swamishri entered the balcony and found things thrown 
everywhere, pieces of soap, wet towels, etc. He called the students who lived in that room and 
showed them the mosquitos and said, if you keep your room like this, is there a need to invite any 
diseases? Keep a habit of keeping your rooms cleaned from now. 
 In another room, the students had the time to clean the balcony but Swamishri instead told 
them to open their cabinets. Swamishri found a similar mess in the cabinets and told those students 
the same thing, to keep their rooms clean. 
 
 In the third room, the students had cleaned everything based on the first two rooms inspection. 
He was happy with the way they had cleaned the rooms. However, on his way out he saw the layer of 
dust on the fans and told the students if they regularly clean everything, the dust would not pile up like 
this. He told them that, they shouldn’t keep their rooms clean to show it to others but more for 
themselves. If the rooms are clean, it is better to study in there. Swamishri thus taught the lesson on 
keeping cleanliness to the students. 
 
 In Mahabharat Bhishma Parva (62/34) it is written that where there is Krishna, there is 
Dharma, and where there is Dharma, there is victory. Today we can say that where there is Pramukh 
Swami, there is cleanliness, and where there is cleanliness there is Godliness.  So let us also keep 
our house, life, and public places clean and experience lordship and Pramukh Swami at once.  


