A few of the questions in this Pre-Test Paper will be asked in the
Final Exam on 4 March 2012.
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BOCHASANWASI SHRI AKSHAR PURUSHOTTAM SWAMINARAYAN SANSTHA
SATSANG EXAMINATIONS

( PRE-TEST: SATSANG PRAVIN 1 )
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Q.1.
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[SECTION 1: AKSHAR PURUSHOTTAM UPASANA - 3'd Edition, January 2011J

For any TWO of the following, give THREE references from the scriptures.
(It is compulsory to write the reference scripture and number.) (6)

1. True knowledge is recognizing the pragat form of God.

2. Liking for sakar.
3. Akshardham is distinct from and above the abodes of other incarnations and deities.
4. Becoming aksharrup and offering upasana to Purushottam with Swami-sevakbhav.

Q.2. Given below are references from the scriptures, principles or stanzas. Write the topic

Q.3.

they relate to. (5)

Example: "One who believes God as formless and abstract becomes the worst sinner, even
worse than one who has committed the five grave sins."

Ans: Disadvantages of understanding God as nirakar.

1. When the divine and human characteristics of God and his Sadhu are considered as
equally divine, then true bliss in worshipping God is attained.

2. Akshar is the onlooker and the witness of all.

3. From that Brahma, Marichi and other Prajapatis were produced. From them, Kashyap
and other Prajapatis were produced.

4. “Maru dharyu asatya satya thay chhe, samarath maru nam sahi.....”

5. Only the firm refuge of God is helpful at the time of death.

From the given options, place a tick (¢’) in the box next to the correct ones. (4)

Note: One or more options may be correct. Full marks will be awarded only if all the
correct options are chosen, otherwise no marks will be awarded.

1. One who perceives manushyabhav in God...

(1) |:| His heart becomes more and more despondent day by day, and ultimately he falls
from Satsang.

2 |:| From being like moon of Amas, he becomes like the full moon of Punam.
(3) |:| There is nothing worse than this.
4) |:| Instantly falls from the path of liberation.

2. Divine qualities of Aksharbrahman.

(1) |:| Like Purushottam, Akshar transcends maya.
(2) |:| ‘Aksharmurti Gunatitanand Swami, tene apya vartman.’
(3) |:| Like Purushottam, Akshar is completely independent.
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(4) |:| Like Purushottam Narayan, Akshar is also not directly involved with the process
of creation.

Q.4. Describe any ONE of the following and highlight its significance. (4)
1. Boy! Do not indulge in comparisons of God.
2. Parvatbhai had the darshan of twenty-four incarnations.
3. Just as a snake is held by pincers, this sadhu firmly holds my murti in all three states.

Q.5. Write briefly on any TWO of the following. (In 12 lines each.) (8)

1. Shriji Maharaj - The Supreme: in the words of the Paramhansas.

2. To attain brahmabhav upasana is absolutely indispensable.

3. God with a form as well as all pervasive.

4. Glory of the Gunatit Sadhu: in the words of Bhagwan Swaminarayan.
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Q.6. Explain any TWO of the following, giving reasons. (In 12 lines each.) (8)

1. The paramhansas were not one to be misled by Shriji Maharaj's testing words.

2. Bapu Ratanji said, “Always remain under Swami’s obligation. But never let him feel your
obligation.”

3. Even after Gopalanand Swami had refused, the parshads went to cut the grass.

4. Muktanand Swami wrote: ‘Pragatna bhajanthi param sukh pamie, ura thaki nash pame
andharu...’

Q.7. Upasana: What to understand? What not to understand? Complete the following
statements. (7)

What to understand in upasana?

1. MAY@ IS COMPOSEA ....eeiiiiiieeiieii ettt e e e e et e e e e e et et e e e e e s ee e e e e e e e e e s b e e et e e e e e e nnben e e e e e ennnnneeeeeeas
............................................................................................................................ and are its shariri.

2. Jivais eternal ........ by maya since eternity.

3. The five entities ........ from each other.

4. In his divine Akshardham, ........ similarity to Aksharbrahman.

What not to understand in upasana?

5. Paramhansas other ........ Aksharbrahman.

6. When god manifests ........ during that period.

7. Without the contact ........ by one's own efforts.

Q.8. Write short notes on ‘Gunatitanand Swami’s unique glory: As described by Shriji Maharaj.’ (5)



Section 2: Satsang Reader Part 3, ath Edition, April 2009 &
Portrait of Inspiration - Pramukh Swami Maharaj, 2nd Edition, February 2007

Q.9. In the sentences below, state who is speaking to whom and when. (9)
1. “There is some shortage of grains in the almshouse.” OR
2. “This son of yours has become a follower of the Swami.”
( ) Whois speaking? .......cccooeiiiiiiiiiiiee e TOWNOM? e
LAY 1= o USRS

“If you go there you'll find them there.” OR

“Are we not going to Bochasan?”

“Don’t worry, nothing will happen to you. You will be cured soon!”  OR

“Blessed me with a divine experience.”

Q.10. Give reasons for the following. (In 9 lines each.) (8)
1. Lalji Bhakta brought a piece of coarse cloth. OR

2. Acharya (Raghuvirji) Maharaj told everyone in the assembly, ‘Gunatitanand Swami will deliver
discourses’

oo s w



3. Swamishri’s devotion and faith for Thakorji remains unflagging. OR
4. The youth said, “Even my parents have never showered so much love on me.”

Q.11. Answer the following concisely. (12 lines each.) (8)
1. Kushalkunvarba’s temptation of Maharaj's darshan. OR
2. The composition of the arti ‘Jay Sadguru Swami...”



3.
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Q.12. Answer ALL of the following, using one sentence (not just one word) for each answer.
1.

oA W N

Loving service OR
In the service of others.

Why is everything upto Prakriti and Purush regarded as dust?

Who did Gopalanand Swami invoke into the stone murti?

What blessings did Nilkanth Varni grant to Lalji at their first meeting?
What was the taste of the kadhi which Swamishri ate like?

Serving as Swamishri’s interpreter what did Atmaswarup Swami realize?

Q.13. From the given options, place a tick (v') in the box next to the correct ones.

®)

Note: One or more options may be correct. Full marks will be awarded only if all the correct

1.

2.

3.

options are chosen, otherwise no marks will be awarded.
Before coming to Ramanand Swami, Mukunddas associated with these sadhus.
(1) [ |Haridas @[ ]Tulsidas
(3) |:| Dwarkadas (4) |:| Kalyandas

Shivlal Sheth associated with these paramhansas.

(1) |:| Gopalanand Swami
2) |:| Bhai Atmanand Swami

(
(3) |:| Gunatitanand Swami
4) |:| Yoganand Swami

Operations performed on Pramukh Swami Maharaj.

(1) |:| Cataracts (2) |:| Gall bladder
(3) |:| Heart Bypass 4) |:| Kidney
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4. Religious leaders who have met Pramukh Swami Maharaj

(1) |:| The Dalai Lama 2 |:| Pope Joseph Ratzinger
(3) |:| The Archbishop of Canterbury  (4) |:| Rabai Lau

[SECTION 3: ESSAY |

Q.14 Write an essay on any ONE. (In approx 60 lines.) (15)
1. Key to Reaching the Top: Swaminarayan Mahamantra.
(Swaminarayan Prakash (Gujarati), April 2009, pp. 14-19).

2. B.A.P.S. Tribal Activities in Gujarat: An Overview
(Swaminarayan Prakash (Gujarati), May, June 2011, pp. 30-38)

3. Science of an Ayurvedic Diet (Swaminarayan Prakash (Gujarati), September 2009, pp. 16-23)
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